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very seriously, I have no scruple to own how much. I admire
that poem, and care not who knows I do. To-day I heard
that other relations of royalty are more guilty than I am;
the Epistle is given to Temple Luttrell. I doubt it; but,
if he is the author, I am sure the Duchess of Cumberland has
better poets for her kin than the Duchess of Gloucester has,

About Sir John Dalrymple I have very little to say,
Madam. I did not want to know that Charles II was
a knave, or James and his daughter Anne drivellers. If
Algernon Sidney took money from France, it was making
one tyrant help to pull down another, and that were a crime
my conscience would not be much shocked at. In truth,
I am rather ,tired of the subject: the town and the news-
papers have so fully discussed the book, that I neither
listen to the one nor read the other. If it is comfortable to
any scoundrel to find himself in better company than he
expected, to be sure he has nothing to do but to be introduced
by Sir John Dalrymple into history.

I am launched little into the world yet. I was not at the
ball last night, and have only been at the Opera, where
I was infinitely struck with the Carrara, who is the prettiest
creature upon earth. Mrs. Hartley J^ am to find still hand-
somer, and Miss Linley2 is to be the superlative degree.
The King admires the last, and ogles her as much as he
dares to do in so holy a place as an Oratorio, and at so
devout a service as Alexander's Feast To the club I shall
go to-night for the first time, but have not yet seen Thomyris
or Thalestris. I was t'other morning at Lady Powis's: her
great room is hung with a glorious scarlet damask. She
told me it was only silk and worsted; I could not believe
my eyes, but insisted it came from Genoa. She vowed it
was made in Spitalfields: the sound struck me; I asked

2 Elizabeth Anne (d. 1792), daiigh-     Her public career ended with, her
ter of Thomas Linley; m. (April 18,     marriage.
1778)  Bichard   Brinsley  Sheridan.nt1114^^*44141*141.
